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Aloha Mau Lānui, Happy Holidays to everyone!! Mahalo for following our monthly

newsletters this year! We enjoy sharing these stories about our aliʻi  and breathing new

life into the rich history of Hawaiʻi. For our final installment of this year, we will explore

the life of Queen Kapiʻolani, the Queen Consort of King David Kalākaua. 

 
 
Julia Kapiʻolani Napelakapu-o-Kakaʻe Nāmākēhā was born on December 31st,
1834 on the island of Hawaiʻi, in the moku o Hilo (the district of Hilo). She was ka
hiapo (the eldest child) of aliʻi directly descended from nobility of both Hawaiʻi island
and of Kauaʻi. 
 
Through her mother’s moʻokūʻauhau (genealogy), she was the granddaughter of
Kaumualiʻi. He was the final reigning aliʻi of independent Kauaʻi and Niʻihau, prior
to being unified with the other islands of the Hawaiian Kingdom. From her father,
Kapiʻiolani descended from generational aliʻi of the famed rainy district of Hilo. 

Queen Kapiʻolani.

Her name commemorates her own ancestor, Kapiʻolani, “the heavenly arch”. The
arch literally refers to a clearly visible rainbow, a symbol of the presence of aliʻi. Piʻo
also refers to the highest ranked aliʻi. Nā-pela-kapu-o-Kakaʻe refers to the kapu
(sacred, restricted) remains of Kakaʻe, a historic aliʻi of Maui. Her birth symbolized
a rare and highly-esteemed unification of noble lineages across ka pae ʻāina. 
 
She was raised on the island of Hawaiʻi for her entire childhood, and joined the
court of Kamehameha III at the age of 16 in 1850. Unlike other aliʻi of her time, she
was not educated in a westernized, missionary boarding school. She primarily
spoke ʻōlelo hawaiʻi, and acquired some conversational fluency in English later in
life. 
 
Two years later in 1852, she married Bennett Nāmākēhā, the uncle of the future
Queen, Emma Naʻea Rooke. He was another member of the royal court, and
nearly three decades senior to Kapiʻolani. She did become pregnant, but
unfortunately suffered a miscarriage. Upon his death in 1860, she, at the age of 26,
was left a widow without issue. 

Kalākaua in civilian clothing.

In 1863, she was wed to David Kalākaua. The enterprising young governmental
official, also of aliʻi heritage, ascended in time to the throne after the 1874 election.
Thus Kapiʻolani was crowned Queen Consort at the age of 38. She was
committed to her husband’s mission of “hoʻoulu lāhui” — to help the Hawaiian
nation grow and thrive. The next decade was truly one of financial prosperity and
international prestige. Kalākaua negotiated the Reciprocity Treaty with the
American government, infusing the Hawaiian government with much needed
funding. These newfound resources were invested in education abroad programs
for Hawaiian students, the renovation and electrification of ʻIolani Palace, and the
King’s own royal world tour. 

circa 1895. Kalaupapa Hansenʻs Disease Settlement.

Queen Kapiʻolani tended to her lāhui close to home. She personally visited the
Hansen’s Disease (leprosy) settlement of Kalaupapa to understand the plight of the
disease upon her people. There on Molokaʻi with the jagged pali (precipices)
looming overhead, she listened to the painful stories of the lepers. Most had been
forcibly removed from their homes and families at the behest of christian
missionaries, who were keen to assert their authority that they knew more about the
disease than Hawaiians. In reality, their cure was family separation, religious
conversion, and the life-long isolation of those inflicted with the disease.
Similarly, children born in the settlement were forcibly taken off Molokaʻi, at birth,
from their mothers. The isolation, impoverishment, lack of medical treatment,
and social stigma brought on by the disease was traumatizing to an indigenous
culture that does not innately ostracize their sick and injured. As is so with many
other indigenous peoples of the world, the circumstances surrounding foreign
disease was yet another ivory pillar of colonialism building a foundation for
outsiders to strengthen their grip on the land.

Kapiʻolani Maternity Home. On Maliki and Beretania Streets. 1928.

Queen Kapiʻolani felt that something had to be done for her dying people.
Following her return to royal court at Honolulu, she founded the Kapiʻolani Home
for Girls in 1885 and five years later, she established the Kapiʻolani Maternity
Home in 1890 (precursor to todayʻs Kapiʻolani Medical Center). These projects
were funded through her personal perseverance, as she relied solely on charity
lūʻau events rather than governmental funding. Her mission was the betterment of
the helpless and needy, and also recultivating the growth of the Hawaiian people.
Population decline due to introduced diseases had decimated and disrupted the
entire population of Native Hawaiians. 

Left: Queen Kapiʻolani, seated at right. Princess Liliʻuokalani standing at left. Photo taken in London for their

attendance of Queen Victoriaʻs Golden Jubilee, formal reception.

Right: Queen Kapiʻolani wearing a dress made for her from Japan. Photo taken during her attendance of

Queen Victoriaʻs Golden Jubilee in London.

As Queen, she also represented the Kingdom abroad. In 1887, she attended the
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria, with Princess Liliʻuokalani traveling along her
side. They attended in King Kalākaua’s stead, and were warmly received as
monarchs of their station. Kapi’olani is well-remembered for her iconic peacock
feather dress, a piece composed of a velvet bodice and bustle, lined with hundreds
of peacock eye feathers. There are also photographs of her abroad, dressed in
what appears to be a muslin traveling gown, adorned with a lei pūpū niʻihau, the
esteemed Niʻihau shell necklace lei. 
 
Unfortunately, her later years were marked by tragedy. Following King Kalākaua’s
death in 1890, the Queen Dowager retired to her private residence at Pualeilani,
where the Hyatt Regency Waikīkī stands today. A cabal of American businessman
illegally overthrew the Hawaiian monarchy in January 17, 1893, deposing and
imprisoning the Queen Dowager’s sister-in-law, Queen Liliʻuokalani. The same
group of American expansionist annexed the Hawaiian Kingdom, ironically, on
American Independence Day, July 4th, 1894. She would pass not long after in
1899 at the age of 64. 

Despite the tragedies that plagued the Hawaiian nation later in her life, Queen
Kapiʻolani is remembered for her personal resolve upholding the health and
livelihood of her people. Her maternity home still stands today after 130 years,
and is now a nonprofit hospital that has expanded its care to children and adults
alike. 
 
Her motto: “Kūlia i ka nuʻu”— Strive to reach the summit, was demonstrated in her
life’s work. She achieved the best, in face of the many obstacles in her way.

 

 

 

Did you know? 
Jonah Kūhio Kalanianaʻole was the nephew of Queen Kapiʻolani through his mother, Victoria Kinoiki

Kekaulike. She was the pōkiʻi (youngest sister) of Kapiʻolani. He, along with his brother, David
Kawānanakoa, were hanai adopted by their aunt after their parents’ deaths. Prince Kūhio

endeavored endlessly for the Hawaiian nation, serving for nearly 20 years in the United States
Congress. He was a representative of the Territory of Hawaiʻi, from 1903-1922 until his death.

Left Photo: Princess Kekaulike.

Right Photo: Price David, Left. Prince Kūhiō, Right.

 

 

 

E Kuini e Kapi‘olani
This mele inoa was composed to honor Queen Kapi`olani's visit to Ni`ihau.

 

Educational Resources about Cultural Sites at Pualeilani:

 

Watch the Story:

A message from Kuʻuipo Kumukahi
Hyatt Regency Waikīkī, Director of Hawaiian Culture and Community Relations

 

 

Aloha mai kākou!

 

Where has the year gone? As we reflect on 2022, let us celebrate our shared achievements.

We’ve seen Ho ‘okela grow leaps and bounds! We went from a 300+ square foot space to a

2200+ square foot space in October 2021. Uncle Herman Lee Helemano generously loaned us

his beautiful collection of kahili and Brook Parker paintings to grace our space. Many kanaka

that come to visit us say they can feel the mana. We’ve extended our hours from 20 per week to

35. Since Kekoa Hager, Communications Director, implemented an automated sign in process,

we are able to track the number of people participating in the many immersive Hawaiian

cultural experiences offered at Ho‘okela. Between May and October of this year, we hosted over

2,500 guests – an average of 417 people per month! None of that would’ve been possible

without the hard work and dedication of our HMPS staff and community volunteers. Let me

introduce them…

 

Auntie Ilima DeLaCruz volunteers her time with us once a week. She conducts classes with

guests and shares our rich culture through mele and mo‘olelo.

 

Auntie Delcy Saito, retired teacher at St. Andrew’s Priory, volunteers her time with us when she

can. She also brings PAA (Papakolea Anake & Anakala) when can. Their gentle ways and

loving smiles are always a joy to be around. Sometimes, they come with their instruments in

hand…such a treat!

 

Jeninne Heleloa is the Executive Director of HMPS. She works alongside me to develop

programs for Ho‘okela. If you come when we’re open, join her for hula-cise, a low-impact

exercise program utilizing hula steps. It’ll get your blood flowing and your body moving!

 

Kekoa Hager, Communications Director, is responsible for maintaining our website, creating

printed collateral, and providing us tools to keep us organized and on track. He, along with

Kamaluhia Cheong, an integral part of our volunteer team, create this fabulous monthly

newsletter and the words of the week. We love this dynamic duo!

 

Tulutulu Mana, Project Coordinator / Site Manager: Ho‘okela, is responsible for recruiting and

training personnel to lead the immersive Hawaiian cultural programs. Her kuleana is to ensure

guests receive accurate information with aloha. Her beautiful smile and sweet ‘ano welcomes all

that visit us.

 

Tasha Dinulong, once intern, then volunteer, now contractor, has blossomed in her role. She still

conducts classes with guests, but her primary role now is as our resident photographer. We are

helping her to hone her skills as she develops her craft. Photography is her passion and we

support her 100%!

 

Bridgette Reclusado, once intern, now contractor, has also found her place with us at Ho‘okela.

She welcomes guests and leads them in Hawaiian cultural experiences. As part of her internship,

she developed a model to provide tours for our guests. We plan to launch it during the second

quarter of 2023.

 

As we close out 2022, let us be thankful for one more year of life, to live, love, and serve as our

‘ōpū ali‘i did.

 

 

Aloha nui,

Kuʻuipo

 

 

Featured Community Events & Publications

Ka Wai Ola

 

Upcoming Events:
 

2022 Queen Kapiʻolani Evening Tours
Get out of the dreary winter snow and come spend an evening at the Palace! These highly-

anticipated tours return again this year for three nights only (Wed 12/28, Thurs 12/29,

Fri 12/30) leading up to the Queen’s birthday commemoration. 
 

These moonlit tours offer a wonderful night of history, education, and an intimate glimpse

into the Queen’s own life. It is truly an opportunity not to be missed.

Cl i ck  he re  fo r  more  in fo  and  to  pu rchase  t i cke ts

 

Hoʻokela works in partnership with Hawaiian Music Perpetuation Society (HMPS) and other

community groups in reigniting the Hawaiian cultural presence here in Waikīkī.

 

HMPS is dedicated to the preservation, promotion, and perpetuation of mele Hawai‘i.

 

He mau nīnau? Have questions? Contact Hoʻokela below:
kuuipo.kumukahi@hyatt.com

(808) 237-6423

2424 Kalākaua Ave
Honolulu, HI 96815, US

Unsubscribe or Manage Preferences

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE THIS MAHINA (MONTH)

Mahina Hānau o 
Ke Aliʻi ʻO Kapiʻolani
 
KĀKAU ʻ IA  NA

Kamaluhia Cheong

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALOHA LĀ HĀNAU IĀ KAPIʻOLANI!

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO KAPIʻOLANI!

A  L o o k  I n t o  t he  Pa s t :

Queen
Kapiʻolani
 

Each month, we will

take a moment to look

back on our beloved

Queen Kapiʻolani,
whose land, named

Pualeilani, is where the

Hyatt Regency Waikīkī

stands today.

Ka ʻŌlelo Noʻeau o Ka Mahina
Wise-Saying of the Month

“Kūlia i ka
nuʻu.”
“Stand and face the
summit.”
 
Strive to face oneʻs
challenges.
Overcome them and
become triumphant.
- motto of Queen Kapiʻolani

Ka Mele o Ka Mahina
Song of the Month

E Kuini e Kapiʻolani
Nou e ke ahi piʻo i ka lewa

 

ʻIke ko kahiki kupu eu
Ua lohe o Kuaihelani

I ke kono a ka ua koko
Me ka ʻalae nui a Hina

Nāna i hoʻopuni nā moku
Kāhiko nā kaha o Nalani

Haʻina mai ka puana
O Kapiʻolani i ka ʻiu o luna

 

He inoa no Kapiʻolani

O Queen Kapiʻolani
Yours is the flame colored rainbow
arching in the sky

Seen by the mysterious ones of Kahiki
Heard of by Kuaihelani

Invited by the low-lying rainbow
And the great mud hen of Hina

She who went around the island
Beautifying the dwelling of the chiefs

This is the end of our praise
For Kapiʻolani, so high above

In honor of Kapiʻolani
 

Education:

Learn more about
The Healer Stones

of Kapaemāhū

C L I C K  H E R E

Kapaemāhū

https://www.hawaiianmusicperpetuationsociety.com/hookela
https://kapaemahu.com/
https://vimeo.com/357506057
https://kawaiola.news/
https://www.iolanipalace.org/eveningtours2022/
https://www.hawaiianmusicperpetuationsociety.com/hookela
https://www.hawaiianmusicperpetuationsociety.com/
https://www.hawaiianmusicperpetuationsociety.com/
mailto:kuuipo.kumukahi@hyatt.com
tel:(808)%20237-6423
https://view.flodesk.com/emails/638f951603cb49cdf5452b4f#
https://view.flodesk.com/emails/%7B%7B%20subscriber.unsubscribeUrl%20%7D%7D
https://view.flodesk.com/emails/%7B%7B%20subscriber.preferencesUrl%20%7D%7D

